CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Once Upon a Deadpool 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1800607.000 

Medium: 

Film 

Distributor: 

20th Century Fox Film Distribution 

Director: 

David Leitch 

Producer: 

Simon Kinberg 


et al. 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 
persons who have attained the age of 13 years. 


Excisions: 

Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 


No excisions recommended 

Contains violence, offensive language and sexual references. 
None 

13 December 2018 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 

13 December 2018 



Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

Once Upon a Deadpool 

117:34 

Total running time: 


117:34 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

‘Once Upon a Deadpool’ is an edited version of the previously classified film ‘Deadpool 2’ (OFLC 
Ref: 1800196, classified R16 with the note ‘Graphic violence, sexual references and offensive 
language’). It follows the Marvel anti-hero, Deadpool, on a quest to join his dead lover - but instead, 





he finds himself at the centre of an unconventional new family. The film was called in by the Chief 
Censor under sl3(3) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 due to concerns 
that its M cross-rating from Australia may be too low in the New Zealand context. The film received 
a restricted 15 rating in the United Kingdom with advisory notes for ‘strong violence’ and ‘crude 
humour’. While the content of ‘Once Upon a Deadpool’ is substantially the same as the previously 
classified version, this version has toned down the treatment of violence, offensive language and 
sexual references that contributed to the R16 classification. The film ‘Once Upon a Deadpool’ is 
therefore classified R13 because the content is still significant enough in extent and degree to shock 
and disturb children. This classification interferes with the right to freedom of expression contained 
in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 but is a justified limit on that right in order to prevent 
likely injury to the public good, and to children particularly. 



